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Chairman Michael Powell
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445 12" Street SW —

Washington, DC 20554 m"wmmm COMMBENN
Dear Chairman Powell:

1 am writing to you regarding the pending merger of Echo

Corporation and DirecTV.

As a representative of a state that has a large rural popul
concemned about the potential impact the merger could have on my constituent
the proponents of the proposal believe that the merger would boost competition in the

ation, ] am very
s. Though

overall pay TV market; there are legitimate concems that this merger could in fact

industry could result in rural customers facing increased service costs without the
possibility of seeking an alternative service provider. If the merger is allowed,
safeguards must be put in place to make certain that rural areas are not negatively

affected.

As you proceed with your review of the merger, 1 urge youto insure that rural
sion providers entering the

customers are protected and that the possibility of other televi
market in the future 1s not jeopardized.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

ber of Congress
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adversely impact rural subscribers. The loss of competition within the satellite provider
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